V. Voronina and K. Kriukov in 1978 . The authors introduced some new data regarding the architecture and published work on the tombs and the mihrab found inside the mausoleum. They also put forward a version of the sanctuary's construction history that was rather different from that offered by Bretanitskii." I shall attempt here to investigate the problem of the building's construction on the basis of my own observations. The mausoleum of Muhammad Bosharo is a monument of great historical and artistic significance, and in many respects it is unique. It is also a site little known to architectural historians outside the Soviet Union, and therefore solving the problem of its typology is not merely of regional interest.
The structure stands on a raised platform reinforced with stone, on the bank of a stream that goes dry in the summer. Its main facade faces the northwest, that is, toward the stream. The rear of the structure is cut into a wooded mountain slope. Nearby, the graves of an ancient cemetery are visible ( fig. 1) . The rather low, rectangular body of the structure, crowned by a large central dome, consists of three parts sharply set offfrom one another ( fig. 2) .
A square domed hall serves as the center of the middle and largest section. The dome has a diameter of 7.6 meters and is supported by corner arches that, together with the piers (which are construed as niches of the same type as the arch supports) , form a perfect octagon. The dome is set off from the lower walls of the hall by a horizontal ledge or molding ( fig. 3) . The dome itself has been rebuilt several times, and the present one, put up in 1964, is at least the third.
Broad arched niches stretch across the axis of the hall, and each of them has its own function. The front niche is cut through to form the entrance and is framed on the outside by a high portal; the rear niche forms a I. Mausoleum of Muhammad Bosharo. General view from rear.
